Public Health Section [ The history of the disease from 1877 has been described by Lai and Roy (1937) and Lai, Roy and Ghosal (1937) . They mention the findings from their field investigations and also their laboratory results obtained with human volunteers as the experimental subjects. Lai et al. (1939) concluded that the toxic substance contained in mustard oil was derived from seeds of Argeinone mexicana. Chopra et al. (1939) showed that oral administration of argemone oil produced symptoms resembling those of epidemic dropsy.
A severe outbreak of the disease was reported from Manbhum district (Bihar), in 1915 and 1934 . Chopra and Chaudhuri (1935 refer to an outbreak in the camp of the engineering students at Purulia (Bihar). They state that 83 per cent of the Hindu students in the camp were affected while all the Muslims escaped. Roy (1936) reported an outbreak amongst the inmates of a leper colony at Purulia (Bihar). Mitra and Rao (1947) have described outbreaks of epidemic dropsy amongst the E. I. Railway employees.
The present paper deals with the outbreaks of the disease at Jhajha, Bhagalpore, Japla, Jhumri-Telaiya, Dinapore, Patna, Deoghar, Jamshedpore, and the results of field investigations. The details of the first two outbreaks have been collected from the previous records and the rest were investigated by the author.
Jhajha (Monghyr The mustard oil produced by 3 mills was tested. In samples from 2 of them argemone was found to be present. The stocks of mustard cakes and mustard seeds from these 2 mills were also tested and argemone was found to be present in all of them. 1 Table I gives the incidence of the disease. They were also consuming the mustard oil of the same oil mill. Four cases were also 
